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no doubt was killed without being recognised, His
fatal reign thus ended in 1013.

Suleiman tried to strengthen his usurpation by giving
six Berber chiefs lands to hold as fiefs, on the con-
dition of serving him in war, after the example of the
northern nations. The Arabs, however, hated this
Berber dominion, and Hairan, recovering from, his
wounds, cleverly obtained the stronghold of Almeria,
and made it a rallying-point. His brother, or kins-
man, Ali-ben-Hamoud, wali of Ceuta, came to join
him with an Arab reinforcement from Africa; and in a
battle near Seville, fortune turned against Suleiman,
who was taken in his flight, and, with his brother and
his old father, the governor of Cordova, was brought
before the victor.

"Old man," said Ali, "what have you done with
Khalif Haschem? These heads are called for by
vengeance."

" Strike me alone!" said Suleiman ; "the others are
not guilty."                                                             *

Ali, however, swept off all the three heads with his
scimitar. Search was everywhere made for Haschem,
and, when he could nowhere be found, Ali was pro-
claimed Khalif. In his jealousy of Hairan he forgot
his gratitude, and sent him off- unrewarded to his old
province of Almeria. There, of course, Hairan stirred
up a fresh revolution, finding another Ommeyad to
proclaim as Khalif. He counts as the fourth Abd-el-
Rhaman, and gained the allegiance of the south-east,
but was defeated by Ali, who cut off Hairan's head
with his own hand, as he had cut off Suleiman's. Still
the love of the Ommeyad, as the right heir of the
Prophet, was so strong that the usurper could not be